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Abstract: Anselm of Canterbury’s unum argumentum has been 
interpreted from the beginning as an ontological argument: a 
detailed textual analysis of the Proslogion will show that this in-
terpretation is misleading and inexact; we will show, instead, its 
authentic structure of logical-gnoseological argument. This mis-
understanding has influenced almost all philosophers in history, 
with the exception of John of Ripa, who was able to recognize 
and enhance the true logical and gnoseological aspect of the An-
selmian argumentum.
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